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SECOND
PUBLIC
INFORMATION
MEETING

WisDOT and CH2M HILL
will host the second public
information meeting (PIM)
on Thursday, March 16th,
2000, at St. Columba
Church (McLaughlin Hall),
WIS 164 (Highway Q/164
intersection). The open-
house meeting will be from
4 to 8 p.m. You may stop in
anytime between those
hours. Project staff will be
available to review exhibits
and answer questions. The
purpose of the meeting is to
update you on study activi-
ties that have occurred
since the first public meet-
ing in June, and to obtain
your input on the latest
range of alternatives being
considered.

STUDY UPDATE

First Public Information and Project Advisory Committee meetings
conducted

The Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) conducted the first Pub-
lic Information Meeting (PIM) and Project Advisory Commit-
tee (PAC) meeting for the WIS 164 study on June 29 and
August 10, 1999. About 155 people attended the first PIM.
Attendees expressed concerns about induced traffic resulting
from the change from County J to WIS 164. Also, concerns
were passed along that other routes could serve the demand
being placed on WIS 164.

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) is comprised of local landowners, elected
officials, and members of the study team. At the first PAC meeting, the study
team reviewed input received at the first PIM and discussed early data gathering
conducted. Finally, the PAC reviewed early alternatives and the overall study
process. Members of the PAC urged the study team to review all possible alterna-
tives, including reduced speed limits and other corridors, as part of the project
study. The PAC also requested that the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Plan-
ning Commission (SEWRPC) model the corridor to determine the amount of traf-
fic that could be diverted from WIS 164 if a new corridor were developed else-
where in the area.

The study corridor has been extended south to 1-94

Originally, the study corridor extended from Capitol Drive (Waukesha County) to
a point north of County E (Washington County). Because several alternatives
suggested at the first PIM and PAC involved the area south of Capitol Drive, it
was agreed that the entire corridor should be handled as one study. Engineering
and environmental studies have been started throughout the corridor; findings will
be discussed at the March 16 PIM.

WisDOT selects Environmental Impact Statement as
the appropriate document type

WisDOT, in consultation with the Federal Highway Adminis-
tration (FHWA), has decided to prepare a Draft Environ-
mental Impact Statement (EIS) for the WIS 164 corridor study.
The EIS will discuss the:

o deficiencies along the WIS 164 corridor,

e range of alternatives that address existing and future
deficiencies,

o cxisting natural and “built” environment in the project
corridor,

e social, economic and environmental impacts of proposed WIS 164 improve-
ments, and

e project’s public involvement and agency coordination activities.

The WIS 164 EIS will not analyze the Ackerville improvements immediately north
of this project. The Ackerville project impacts are discussed in a separate docu-
ment known as an Environmental Assessment. If you would like more information
on that Environmental Assessment, please contact Wafa Elqaq, at 414-548-5687.



WisDOT establishes traffic volume threshold for
four-lane expansion

Using federal design guidelines, rural two-lane roads are
normally considered for expansion when volumes exceed
7,000 vehicles per day, and suburban/urban two-lane roads
are considered for expansion when volumes exceed 13,000
vehicles per day. After reviewing public input and exist-
ing and future development plans from study area com-
munities, WisDOT has determined that the corridor is al-
ready, or is transitioning to, a suburban setting. There-
fore, WisDOT has determined that WIS 164 should not
be expanded to four lanes until traffic reaches the 13,000
vehicles per day threshold.

WisDOT selects suburban roadway width for WIS
164 improvements

At the first PIM, the project team presented a range of
possible widths for expanding WIS 164. The widths var-
ied from 200 to 300 feet (total right-of-way) for a rural
roadway to 120 to 160 feet for a suburban facility. Given
WisDOT’s decision that the WIS 164 cor-
ridor is or will transition to a suburban set-
ting, the project team has decided that the
rural width would not be appropriate for the
study corridor. Proposed improvements will,
therefore, generally require between 120 to 160 feet of
total right-of-way. WIS 164 in Waukesha County cur-
rently has 100 feet of right-of-way. As aresult, additional
needs could vary from 20 to 40 feet in Waukesha County
to as much as 100 feet additional in Washington County.

SEWRPC traffic model completed

As noted, PAC members recommended that SEWRPC
determine how much traffic would be di-
verted from WIS 164 if a north-south corri-
dor connecting US 41/45 in Menomonee Falls
to WIS 74 were developed. The modeling
indicates the following:

{ —

o If the new north-south corridor (also known as the
Power Corridor) were not constructed and County J
and WIS 164 were not improved, between 5 and 20
percent of the future traffic in the Waukesha
County portion of the study area and 0 to 10 percent
in Washington County would use a different road.

o [f the Power Corridor were not constructed and the
speed limit in the corridor were reduced to 45 mph,
between 10 and 33 percent of future traffic would
select another route.

o If the Power Corridor were constructed, future
volumes on a two-lane or four-lane County J and
WIS 164 would decrease by up to 10 percent. The
11,000 to 21,000 vehicles that are projected to use
the Power Corridor in 2025 would be diverted
mostly from directly adjacent parallel and intersect-
ing roads such as Counties Y and V rather than
from roads farther west such as WIS 164 and
WIS 83.

Because of existing high traffic volumes between County
VV and 1-94, constructing the Power Corridor or reduc-
ing the speed limit on WIS 164 would have no effect on

STUDY SCHEDULE

Data Gathering h (2 Mos.)

- (2 Mos.)

Acquisition of R/W: 1/02 - 3/03; 3/04
Proposed Construction:

Initial Reasonable Recommended 2003 (I 794 - Capitol)
Alts Alternatives Altemnative 2004 (Capitol - County V'V)
Location Study
DEIS FEIS ROD
Environmental Available Available ‘
Analysis
PIM #1 sz Public Hearing
Public Involvement . . . .
PAC#1 PAC #2 PAC #3 PAC #4
Prelimin ary (Capitol - County VV) 30% Prelim. 60% Prelim.
Engineering
(W-175) Draft Functional Final Functional
Survey, Solls Draft Plat Final Plat
Right-of-Way Plat
[ [ [ [ [ [ [ [
5/99 9/99 1/00 5/00 9/00 1/01 5/01 9/01 1/02



] X \
Project Limits - Washington and Waukesha Count g useToNco GEFD B comylneRs ot

N

@ Slinger

LEGEND 60>

i Ackerville

Church

H‘J Cemetery
6 Golf Course

Plajn View Rd.

_ )

— — Town Boundary

— Primary Environmental k
~— Corridor -—.\\,’

@ Wetland @ﬁ
./' ’

|
) Pioneer Rd.  =[+

—
ussex

g G

B) —-

7 -”_LisbonRd.
< f “
Holy Hill Rd. - Lindeay R
G . J i
Friess L.
LN
Fioce LI Hubertus Rd kee \
riess L. ubertus Rd. i
-~ H !/ Capitol Dr.
- )f X —0-
/‘_. S Ricrr\;f_iel % Vol.. Pewaukee Lake RN
I § ( ire Dept. ) \\Z Green Rd.
§) Elmwood Rd. ! e
! & i
LowesL. /v'\.\_J‘J 164 (»’*'_' LEGEND 3
Wt B Snowmobile \ Chureh L L,
[ Crossing 3 1) cemetery [J] %/”g
Monches Rd. ——ji= | Commerciallndustial | Start Project
'14 : \3 — — Town Boundary
J '\fp & cofcourse
4 Lake Five ) % Gravel Pit
) WASHIN(;Z’AOUI\}I( (E:SI;IA - F County Line RdA’ el — By F
. _"'_"*'\_,-J @ Wetland 1-94 e ——

—

the short-term need to widen the highway. Existing vol-  poned until 2025 or beyond. More detailed information
umes in this area are enough to justify the proposed ex- aboutthe SEWRPC modeling results will be presented at
pansion to four lanes as early as 2003. From Plainview the March 16 PIM.

Road to County E, capacity expansion could be post-

PROJECT CONTACTS

If you have any questions regarding this study, you may contact one of the following study team members:

Brian Bliesner, Brad Heimlich,
WisDOT Project Manager Consultant Project Manager
2000 Pewaukee Road, Suite A CH2M HILL
P.O. Box 798 411 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1600
Waukesha, W1 53187-0798 Milwaukee, WI 53202
Telephone number: 414-521-5456 Telephone number: 1-877-860-2426
E-mail: brian.bliesner(@dot.state.wi.us (toll-free) or 414-272-2426

E-mail: bheimlic@ch2m.com

Pass This Newsletter Along

Do you know someone who may be interested in this study? We hope you will let them know,

and share this newsletter.




